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Aid To oſeph ſaid unto thin Krethries; Cn near. 


to me, I pray you; and they came near: 
ww he ſaid, I am Foſeph your brother, 


whom” ye fold into Egypt. Nom therefore = 
Be not grieved nor angry with yourſelves 


that ye fold: me hither: for God on aac me 
7 ne ow! to er _ + 921168 $38 


2 ment is full 66 ſhadows and types 


of our great Redeemer, and every part of it 
has a ſpirityal evangelical meaning, ſeparate 


from and beſides the lefiterc, * Had ye 
4 believed Moles,” : Gays. our Lord to the 
: blinded Jews, ye would have believed 
« me, for he wrote of me.” Jobn v. 46. 
As. there were typical rites, repreſenting 


"Chriſt; under the law, ſuch as the ſhew- 


bread, ſhadowing out Him the true Bread 
of ie; the paſſover; the daily, yearly, and 
indeed all the ſacrifices, that wholly point- 
| „ . 


HE whole baty of hs Old Teſta- 


— — — 


OE} 
ed at Chriſt the ſigns which true believers 
in thoſe days looked through to Chrift, 
the ſubſtance, and had Him therein preach- 
ed, (for to them as well as to us was the 
ll ſame gaſpel preached, ſaith the apoſtle, 
 #Heb. iv. 2.) fo were there alſo typical actions, 
| Las of ſprinkling the blood of the ſacrifices 
before the mercy-ſeat, kindling up the in- 
cenſe (ſignifying Chriſt's merits). which is 
« the much incenſe ſaid (in the Revelation) 
| to go up with the prayers of all ſaints;” 
With a number of other ceremonies:—And 
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| 
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as well as theſe (which all referred to Chriſt) 
there were, under the Old- Teſtament diſ- 
penſation, J typical perſons, as Adam the pub- 
lic covenant-head of mankind, expreſsly 
called, Rom. v. 14. the figure of Him 
„ who was to come,” meaning Chriſt, 
called alſo in ſcripture the ſecond Adam. 
Such was. Iſaac, appointed as a facritice, 
by the command of God, on mount Na- 
riab (the fame that was afterwards Cal- 
vary) where our Lord ſuffered. ' David 
2 likewiſe, as appears by numbers of paſſages 
ſpoken in the pſalms of him, that are ap- 
plied in the New - Teſtament to Chriſt.— 
Moſer, Joſhua, Samſon, Solomon, and 


many 


3 


* 


1 


Apen were all perſonal types of our 
Lord Jeſus; and, among theſe, none per- 
haps more eminently fo than Joſeph,” whoſe 
inſtructive, very affecting hiſtory, I ſhall now 
by God's grace conſider, and ſhew, all the 
way I proceed, - how. Chriſt, and the ſalva- 
tion penitent ſinners have ** 1 are 25 
dowed forth in it. 
And Firſt, The name Yoſepb: . a _ 
cal reference to Chriſt our brother, who. 
was ſold for a ſervant. The word Joſeph 
ſignifies Increaſe, and might be prophetical- 
ly given to him, as his ſons Ephraim and 
Mo,anaſſeh made two tribes. of the twelve; 
and one of them (Ephraim) became fo 
conſiderable as to ſtand frequently in the 
-prophets, eſpecially throughout the book 
of Hoſea, for the whole people of, Iſrael. — 
So. Chriſt was to have a redeemed eminent 
offspring, numerous as the drops of morn- 
ing dew. And as Joſeph in honours ex- 
celled his family, the Lord Jeſus is ſaid, 
by way of precedence, to be the Jirft- 
<4, born among many brethren. | N 
Secondly, Joſeph, we are told (Gen. xxxvii. 

pe was the chief delight of his father 
eden for he loved him more than all 
S | | | his 


3 8 


I 
4. his children, becauſe he was the * of his 


_ old-age, and he made him a coat of many 


-« colours, or, (as it is thought that means) 


of varied richeſt embroidery. So Chriſt 
was God's beloved, his well, his beſt be- 
loved Son, with whom He hath, once and 
again by a voice from heaven, declared 


Himſelf well pleaſed; HE is his eſſential 
only Son, the brightneſs of the Father's 


glory, and expreſs image of his perſon.” 


(Heb. i. 3.) a moſt ſignificant metaphor 


taken from an impreſſion made on wax, 
which exactly anſwers to what is on the ſeal. 
FTrue Chriſtians are the ſons of God as ad- 
opted in Him by Grace, and owned and 


beloved for his ſake. — He was the ſon of 


God's ancient love, for He ſet Him 114 © 4 


<< from everlaſting, or ever the earth was, 


(Prov. viii. 23.) to be the recoverer and 


Teſtorer of fallen creatures, & and fent Him 


before them,” as Joſeph tells his bre- 


thren, © to preſerve life,” and to be head 


over all things (by ſuffering and redeem- 


ing) to his church, as we find Joſeph was 


alſo over Egypt. The Father hath adorned 


Him (as Joſeph was with a coat of many 


3 e wich diſtinguiſhed -raiment, with 


veſtures 


— 


[7 Þ 


| veſtures Uipt. in blood, and wich a tobe 
of white, of ſpotleſs unfading righteouſ- 


neſs—hath_** laid, the government on his 


« ſhoulder,” and“ hath ſet (as the pſalm- 


i writes) a crown of pure gold,” adiadenw 


of ſalvation, on his head alone.—* There is 
« no name” (n@prevailing means nor poſſi- 
ble availing help) “but the name of the 
1 Lord Jeſus Chriſt, either given in heaven 


<« of: hg men, whereby" we can be : 


«& ſaved.” 


. Thirdhy, MV was ſent (as we 5 


| the thirty-ſeventh. chapter of Geneſis), on ; 


an errand of love and tender ſalutation by 
their concerned affectionate father, to make 
a viſit to and enquire after the health and 
welfare of his brethren (v. 13, 14.) ; but 
they envied and hated him (v. 18.); “and 


«« when they ſaw him afar off, even before 


_ * he came near unto them, they conſpired 
« apainſt him to ſlay him; and they took 
* him and caſt him into a pit,” (v. 24.) 
80 God ſent the Son of his peculiar love, 


ſent Chriſt from his boſom into the field 
of his church, to enquire out and ſalute the 


Jews his brethren after the. fleſh He 
66 came unto his own; and his own re- 
3 * ceived 


a * 


. 
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- — —— — — 
———— ante wh. 


1 


A e ceived Him r not.” (Jobn i 11 gi LEE; Come, 


« ſay they in the parable ſpoken to them, 


(Mat. xxi. 38, 39.) this is the heir, let | 


% us kill him, and let us ſeize on his in- 


« heritance and they caught him and caſt 


« him out of the vineyard, and ſlew him.“ 


« We will not, fay they, have this man 
1 to reign over us.” 
brethren ſold alſo ine youn; g innocent dar- 


Joſeph's unnatural 


ling of their fond aged father, their own 


inoffenſive helpleſs brother, after they had 
without any cauſe caſt him into the pit; 
they fold him for a few miſerable pieces 
of Gver—ſcld him (it is ſaid, v. 28.) to the 
Iſhmaelites. Iſhmael was (we read Gen. xxi. 

9.) an unbelieving ſcoffer, and mocked Iſaac 
the true ſon of the promiſe—and for a like 
baſe end, for thirty pieces of filver, was our 
innocent Saviour ſold, by Judas, being one 
of the twelve—of his own brethren and 
choſen apoſtles—to men of the ſame diſpo= 
fition with ſcoffing Iſhmael. For they that 
Rood by at the time of his deep ſufferings 
and crucifixion, the chief prieſts with the 
rulers and elders of the people, derided and 
. mocked Him, Wagging their heads. * 


Huh. 
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| * 
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- 43: 
Fur rich Joſeph was moreover — 
— 20.) by his wrongfully incenſed 
pe caſt eruelly into priſon, by meer. 
5 hate and wicked falſeſt accuſation 
Chriſt was with equal injuſtice dootmed 


to Mons ns and the vile dungeon of the 
grave. He was taken' (ſays the prophet 
% Iſaiah) from priſon and from judgment, 
n fand who Hall declare his generation 7) 
mM for he was cut off out of the land of the 


$6 living, for the tranſgreſſion of my people 
26 Was he ſmitten. + Da. iii. cc. Thus 
was Joſeph, in all theſe inſtances, a very 


lively pattern, and eminently prefigured the 
Lord and Saviour in his humiliation -In 


his name, which ſigniſies Increaſe z _ „ He 


nil inerraſe, (lays John the Baptiſt f 


Chriſt, ' Jahn iii. 30.) in Joſeph's being 


the chief favourite delight of his father 


n his being hated, and ſhamefully fold 
by his brethren and at laſt wrongfully 
condemned, and for a time kept in priſon, 


And he appears no leſs a lively pattern 


of Chriſt in his exaltation, than we have 


ſeen in bis humiliation; He was, after 


this, advanced to the higheſt kingly favours 
of . 8 and power: 3. Bees (fays Pharaoh, =” 
B Gen. | 


— ——_— — — oe "ID eee. 


— — —. 


1 


Gen. xli. 41. y «] have ſet thee over all the 


« land of Egypt; and our Redeemer, as 


ſuch, is over all in heaven and in earth, and 


„has a name given Him above every name,” 
in due reward for his ſufferings and merit, 


(Phi ii. 9, 10, 11.) Wherefore God 


< hath highly exalted Him, and given Him 
A name which is above every name, that 


e jn the name of jeſus every knee ſhould 
35 bow, of things in heaven and things in 


« earth, and things under the earth (mean 


ing the inviſible number of apoſtate ſpirits); 
„ and that every tongue ſhould confeſs that 


1 Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the glory of God 
« the Father.“ But the moſt agreeable, 


and to us on many accounts moſt inſtructive, | 
reſemblance between Joſeph and our bleſſed 
Lord is yet remaining; I mean the very 


| moving repreſentation that is made in that 


part of the hiſtory where Joſeph receives 


his offending brethren into favour, and the 
ſteps he uſed in diſcovering himſelf to them, 
which, in comparing, as I intend, with 


thoſe ways that Chriſt uſually takes i in mak- 
ing Himſelf known to poor ſinners, we ſhall 
perceive. to bear a ſtriking as' well as very 


Encouraging reſemblance. ' Let me then at- 


tempt : 


| wt Þ 
| tempt to illuſtrate this in a few particulars. 
But firſt I, would juſt obſerve by the way— 
Joſeph was of the ſame. age at his ad- 
vancement that our Lord was when he en- 
| tered on his public office and miniſtry :, we. 
read (Gen. xlvii. 46.) * And Joſeph was 
thirty years old when he ſtood before 
« Pharaoh king of Egypt,“ agreeing with 
what is recorded (Luke iii. 23.) „And Je- 
e ſus himſelf began ta be about thirty 
years of age.” Joſeph was raiſed up and 
defi gned as a femporal ſaviour of his un- 
worthy ill-deſerving brethren ; Chriſt to be, 
of wretches in nowiſe better condition, an 
| eternal Saviour — The firſt ſaved his kindred 
from death, the laſt ſaves his people from 
death and hell — Joſeph ſays of himſelf 
(Gen. xlv. 5.) „ God did ſend me before 
« you to — life;” and again (ver. 7.) 
God ſent me before you to preſerve you 
a poſterity in the earth, and to fave your 
« lives by a great deliverance.” In like 
manner ſalvation by. Chriſt” in a way of 
eminence is ſtiled (Heb. ii. 3.) % great ſal- 
vation — He ſent a man before them,” 
ſays the Pſalmiſt, (E/ cv. 17.) even Jo- 
“ ſeph, that i is, to be at hand and make 
e timely 


(4) 
] timely proviſion for his perif] ing 
80 Chriſt, for the ſeaſonable cee of - 
his people, was ſent in the gracious pur- 
poſes of God's everlaſting love, and they 
are preſerved and provided with all ſpiritual - 
and neeeffary einge by bis power ant 
goodneſs, OD. 
Ia paſs on to the chbbrbsdätg I pro- 
poſe to make of the exact exact parallel that ap- 
pears between Joſeph and our bleſſed Lord, 
in ſote parts that remain to be confidered 
of this Fran Oy ] And let it "ey te- 
marked, Ee 05 
1. It was the Nie ood Enlible flnting 


ALESIS 6f diſtreſs, that firſt put Joſeph's family in 


mind, and drove them to ſeek to him from 
cheir far diſtant dwelling-place. Could they 
have found corn, or any toletable ſubſiſtence 
in Canaan, they never had been brought 
to Egypt, never betaken themſelves to 
him to ſeek it. Juſt in this very manner 
acts every ſenſible diſtreſt ſinner with refe- 
rence to Chriſt. The thoughtleſs creature 
in his natural tate, while like the prodigal 
he finds himſelf rich in his portion of this 
world's good, can ſpend all that he hath in 
05 * at eaſe and be full — is 
| | very 


—. 6 
very well' content to be ignorant of Chriff 
Ad his ſalvation, und when he perteives £7 
che flatteririg pleafures of ſin atid his former 
benſual comforts withdraw and forſake bim 
hen he feels à pinching ſenſe 6f ſpi- 
ritual hunger, with fears of deadly dangers 
and wants in his foul — would ſtill, if he 


could, fill his belly with the hofks that the © 


feine do eat, (the unclean and beaſtial n- 
ners of the world); but convictions of his 
deplorable thiferable condition return with 
| ſharper vielence upon bim, and he cannot 
fatisfy himſelf with that which” is "not 
« bread” Hen, and not before, he is 
looking out where he may find better real 
fſuppott In my father's houſe,” fays he, 
(with his brother wretch, Luke xv.) that 
good father whom 1 ſo ungratefully till 
now have forgotten, ſo cauſeleſsly forſaken ! 
In my father's houſe” (1 well remem- 

ber now 'to thy grief) „ there is bread 
enough and to ſpare, and 1 periſh with 
hunger; we read, no man gave unto 
« him.'—Oh—no<the world and fin have 
nothing they can give, nothing that will 
ſatisfy a ſpititually famiſhed 91 Faith 
chen RO to work 50! look out to the pro- 


miſe 5 


% 


Te YJ. 


| miſe Behold,” ſays Jacob, (Gen. xliii. 2.) 
(the emblem of a ſoul alarmed and firſt 


ſceking after Chriſt and ſalvation) « Behold, 


I have heard that there is corn in Egypt; 


get ye down thither and buy for us from 
« thence, that we may live and not die — 


I have heard of a gracious Saviour (ſays the 
_ troubled fainting ſinner) in the report made 


in the written word, and in the goſpel 


preached - heard in the mercy and grace 
which other great ſinners like myſelf have 
found I have heard of © one that is mighty 


<« to fave,” and (am no leſs aſſured as will- 


ing to) all- let their wants and diſtreſſes, 
their guilt and miſgiving thoughts be what 
they will mighty to fave © * all, and to the 


« very uttermoſt, that come unto. God by 


« him:” (Heb. vii. 2 5.) I have tried all 


things, every other way to ſupport my dying 
hopes, and to get peace, but none will do, my 


own hardeſt lahoured works, my beſt proyers 


— hearing reading — alms ſacraments — 


the very vigour of my ableſt endeavours, the 


beſt things that are mine - all will not do 


I have tried them again and again—but | 


4 yield me no ſatisfying, no abiding re- 


lief; 1 bare heard that there is corn in 


"208 Egypt, 


Ys 1 | 
«x Egypt,“ bread of life in Chriſt. Get 

vo down thither and buy for us from 
e thence.” — The convicted, needy, ſollicit- 
_ ous finner, that ſees his ſalvation. muſt be 
from Chriſt, Mill thinks he ſhould come 
with git money and bis price, hring ſome- 


Y thing of his own in his hand with him to 


his Saviour, or not find a ſupply ; ignorant, 
he muſt receive all from him as a gift of 
free grace; © the gift of God,” (ſays St. Paul) 
« js eternal life.” Him, that is, Chriſt, 
< hath God exalted to give repentance and 
„ remiſſion of ſins.” It was ſharp. ſeverity, 
unavoidable neceſſity, that drove Jofeph's 
brethren to him; though they knew not 
yet that he was a brother; and the like: felt 
fears and miſeries will drive ſouls to a full 
(tho! they know not) that he is a gracious 
free - accepting Saviour — (t to buy food,” lay 
they, are thy ſervants come. »—Sinners, 
when they ſhall have got ſo much reforma- 
tion, ſo much repentance, ſuch a degree of 
faith as they think will ſerve. to keep them 3 
in countenance, then they will venture into 
the preſence of Chriſt when they ſtand pro- 
vided to bargain and make their conditions 
with : 3 but we find 1 25.) Joſeph 
8 | ES. @ 


| "i 16 1 
<. commanded to fill their ſacks with corn, 
«and xeſtare every man's money into his 
A ſack, and 40 give them proviſions for the 
ee way: + Their. money is privily returned, 
and Will got gain his acceptance, and yet on 
their departurk back, to their wonder they 
find with it a full and free ſupply of corn— 
4 dinners do of all deſired neceſſary Srace, 
< without - money, and without rice. 
Haiab lx. 1. 00 ; 

2. Joke. will; nr away (Cen. wii 20. 95 

will have delivered up to him, a Benjamin: 
4a ſon of: the right hand) as that word 
ameans, or the men muſt not ſee his face — 
But Jacob (the love of the fleſn) is moſt 
unwilling to part with him, ſecing, as Ju- 
dah ſpeaks, (chap. xliv. 30.) his life is 
* bound up in the lad's life” — Chriſt will 
have from you, from every one of you, your 
Benjamins, your fondly cheriſhed idols, your 
right-hand and right-eye fans, thoſe that are 
moſt dear to carnal intereſts, conſtitution, 
and nature, if you will have a defired audience 

and effectual ſalvation from him · The con- 
vinced neceſſitous ſinner, till he is deeply 
reduced, is loth to part from theſe Spare 
e * * of his a ruling luſt) 


; 170 3 96 being 


. I 
«© ſeeing my life, my only ſatisfying enjoy- 6 
« ment is bound up in its life“ — O it is 
like rending ſoul from body—fleſh from 
bone, to root up and part with an old habi- | 
tuated vice - Is it not” (ſays the corrupt | 
. reaſon of the fleſh, as Lot ſpeaks of Zoar) 
« Is it not a little one? O let me eſcape 
« thither, and my ſoul ſhall live!“ Satan | 
and depraved nature is well enough con- 
tent in any convictions of mind, and when 
conſcience preſſes hard, that men ſhould 
break from ſcandalous and open ſins, if 
they will ſtill retain ſecret and ſpiritual 
wickedneſſes, will let them forſake the out- 
ward practice, if they will but keep the in- 
ward love of their vices Like Pharaoh 
(Exod. x. 24. ) Go ye, ſerve the Lord — 
only let your flocks and your herds be ſtayed” 
— But that ſoul in whom converſion is a 
true work, will be made and helped by the 
Spirit of God to anſwer like Moſes (ver. 26.) 
« There ſhall not an hoof be left behind. Ny 
Be the idol 'what and how dear it will, 
our grudged reſerved | Benjamin, it muſt 
(how hard ſoever) it muſt, I fay, be brought 
and yielded up unto Chriſt (in will and en- 
deavour at leaſt) to be ſlain and nailed to 
95 C his 


i 
— REC 


WOE 
his croſ— And not only n, but all de- 
pendance on our own works and merits, 


| that in which we truſted and hoped to 
find food and ſolace of life, this Benjamin, 


this right-hand ſon of natural pride, muſt 
be taken from us before we can obtain our 
requeſted wants; and with St. Paul we 
© muſt count all things but loſs and dung 
« that we may win Chriſt, and oe found i in 
* an, 

3. Joſeph at firſt ſeemed to look ſaſpi- 
30 on, and ſpake roughly to, his bre- 
thren He made himſelf ſtrange unto them, 
(Gen. xlii. 7.) nay impriſoned them, He 
« put them all together in ward three days,” 
(ver. 17.) and after this took one of them, 
Simeon by name, (ver. 24.) and bound 
« him before their eyes,” to ftrike a deeper 
impreſſion on the reſt, but yet he had a 
true and real pity of a brother for them all 
the while—for we read (at the fame verſe) 
« He turned himſelf about from them and 


* wept, and returned again and communed 
* with them.” Chriſt may ſeem thus to 
- frown upon an approaching ſinful creature, 


and for a time appear to refuſe its ſuit (as 
we know _ did to me woman of Canaan, 
that 
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* came to him for her poſſeſſed daughter, 
it is written (Matth. xv. 23.) He anſwered 
« her not a word; but whenever he does 
this, it is only to awaken and ſtir up their 
importunity the more by a deeper ſenſe of 
their deplorable wretchedneſs and need, and 


to heighten the favour of forgiving mercy | 


when it comes, and render it ſweeter to 


the ſoul, as we find was the. caſe. of that 


poor Syro-phœnician woman, that blefled 
gentile believer of whom we have been 
' ſpeaking. Satan, conſcience, | and the. law, 
often ſet on together to raiſe fears and diſ- 
truſt in a guilty trembling heart, and fill it 
with ſuſpicion and diſquiet. But our In- 
manuel, our tender-hearted Joſeph (as it is 


in the ſtory) ** Anoꝛus his brethren,” (his 


ſheep), although for the preſent, it may be, 
they know not him” - and their thoughts, 


at a remembrance of paſt ſins and vileſt 


ingratitude, may be writing bittereſt accu- 


ſations againſt them, and filling them with 
amazement, jealouſies and terror. He brings 
them often to a cloſer view and diſcovery 


of their tranſgreſſion, as Joſeph did .by 
taking Simeon (as we have ſaid) and bind- 
8 him before the eyes of his other bre- 
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thren—This brought back their paſt parti- 
cular baſeneſs to their minds, as we find 
them ſpeaking (Gen. xlii. 22, 23.) And 
s they ſaid one to another, we are verily 
* puilty concerning our brother, in that we 
« ſaw the anguiſh of his ſoul, when he 
* beſought- us, and we would not _ 
« therefore is this diſtreſs come upon us.” — 
And « Reuben anſwered them; dane 1 
« not unto you, ſaying, do not fin againſt 
«the child, and ye would not hear: there- 
1 fore behold alſo his blood is required.” — 
So does Chriſt often lay and leave the pe- 
nitent under the ſpirit of bondage for a 
while, to faſten conviction, and quicken 
more earneſt confeſſions and ſupplication. 
He perhaps gives the affrighted ſoul a clear 
and keen recollection of ſome more than 
| ordinary vile offence it may have long ago 
committed, and hereby urges it to ſeek to 
him in more vehement ſtriving expoſtula- 
tions, as we find with theſe ſons of Jacob, 
when under a heavier affliction, and Joſeph 
had taken away Benjamin alſo from them. 
(Gen. xliv. 18th and following verſes) in a 
tale, (as Biſhop Patrich remarks in his com- 


I the moſt * and the fineſt 
| told, 


* 
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told, that ever language or eloquence was 
maſter of — © Then Judah came near, and 


« ſaid, O my Lord, let thy ſervant, I pray 


* thee, ſpeak a word in my Lord's ears, 
« and let not thine anger turn againſt thy 
* ſervant — Our father ſaid, Go again, and 
buy us a little food — and we ſaid,” we 
* cannot go down; if our younger brother 
c be with us, then we will go down, for 
we may not ſee the man's face, except 


* our youngeſt brother be with us — And 


e thy ſervant, my father, ſaid unto us, Ye 
know that my wife bare me two ſons, 
and the one went out from me, and T 
“ ſaid, Surely he is torn in pieces, and T 
* ſaw him not ſince — and if ye take this 
* alſo from me, ye ſhall bring down my 
„ grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave: 
Now therefore when I come to thy ſer- 
* vant, my father, and the lad be not with 
eus (ſeeing that his life is bound up in 


the lad's life) it ſhall come to paſs when 


* he ſeeth that the lad is not with us, that 
he will die, and thy ſervants ſhall bring 
« down the grey hairs of thy ſervant, my 
father, with ſorrow to the grave — For 
thy ſervant became ſurety unto - my fa- 
: $: . 
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ce FOO faying, If I bring him not unto 
«thee, then I ſhall bear the blame to my 
father for ever — Now therefore I pray 
« thee, let thy ſervant abide inſtead of the 
4 lad a bondman to my lord, and let the 


lad go up with his brethren — for how 


«ſhall I go up to my father, and the lad 


% be not with me, leſt peradventure I ſee 
c the evil that ſhall come upon my father.“ 


— the words that immediately follow 
upon theſe, are, Then Joſeph could not 
refrain himſelf before all them that ſtood 

« by him.” — Thus when a penitent ſinner 
is brought ſo far on to plead with his tat 
that time unknown) brother, this is to him 
his time of love, when < our merciful High- 
« prieſt is touched with a feeling of our 
and is melted in like man- 
ner, and cannot refrain himfetf, but is moved 
(as ſoſeph was) to make himſelf known to 
his fearing kindred people. He truly, tho' 
| ſecretly, ſympathiſes all along with their 
complaints, but in ſuch a time he ſpeaks 
in God's gracious language to Ephraim, 
 (Feremiab xxxi. 20.) Is Ephraim my dear 
« ſon ? Is he a pleaſant. child-? (Queſtions 
that imply nme. affirmation) for 
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« fince I did fpeak againſt him, I do 
« earneſtly remember him ftill-my bowels: 
4 are troubled” for him, I will have mercy ' 
« upon him, faith the Lord.” And this 
leads to a moſt eminent part wherein the 
compariſon holds good between this illuſ- 
trious ſon of Jacob, and our dear an. 
ſionate Saviour. Namely, | 
4. When Joſeph, upon this, was now diſ- 
poſed to make himſelf known to his ſorrow- 
ful, almoſt deſpairing family (at the above 
firſt verſe of Gen. chap. xlv.) He cried, 
ce Cauſe every man to go out from me: 
« and there ſtood no man with him, while 
* Joſeph made himſelf known to his bre- 
ce thren.” Juſt in a way like this does 
Chriſt, our compaſſionate high-prieſt, fre- 
_ quently act, when He makes a revelation 
of Himſelf firſt to the guilt-wounded ſin- 
ner; ſuitable to what God graciouſly ſays, 

(Heſ. ii. 14.) © Behold, I will allure her, 
« and bring her into the wilderneſs, and 
« ſpeak; comfortably unto her, or, to 
«© her heart,” as we read in the margin.— 
Pardoned ſouls that find a Jeſus, that have 
the white ftone given them, that know and 
1 they have redemption in his blood, 
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ieee ale! forgiveneſs of ſins,“ (Epb. i. ry 


theſe have _ to eat that the world 


or preached; and at ſacramental ſeaſons he 
makes them ſometimes to ſay with David, 


(E/ xxiii. 5.) © my cup runneth over, 


in ſecret communion and ſweeteſt fellow - 
ſhip, and “ their joy a ner inter- 


e meddleth not with.” 


5. We read, (Gen. 1557 BY FE * Far 


te thren of Joſeph were troubled (terrified 


<« it is in the margin) at his preſence;” — 
they feared the face of ſuch a greatly ab- 
uſed brother.—It is often ſo with the ſur- 


priſed ſoul, when it hath firſt a believing 


view of its crucified Saviour; they ſhall 
e look on Him whom they have pierced, 


«© and mourn, and be in bitterneſs,” (Zech. 
Xi1. 10.) A Chriſt crucified for my ſins 
is an heart-overwhelming ſight! As the 


Jews (probably ſome of them the very cru- 
cifiers of our Lord) it is ſaid, at Peter's 
ſermon, (Ads ii. 37.) © they were pricked 
e jn their hearts. The men, in an- 
other po it 1s laid, (Gengſ. xliii. 18.) 


66 were 


He converſes with them 
in the ſecret en of their hearts; in 
prayer, meditation, hearing the word read 
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PE were afraid when they were 1 in- 
to Joſeph's houſe.” —Guilt- in a man's 


_ conſcience is the certain mother of diſtruſt- 


ful fear. A ſoul under deep convictions, 
ſtanding before Chriſt, knows not how to 
look up to the face of ſo much undeſerved, 
abuſed, amazing love, till He gently in- 
vites the ſinner to Him in kindeſt accents, 
like thoſe we read here: I am Joſeph; 
«© come near me, I pray you, I am Joſeph, 
* your brother, whom ye ſold into Egypt; 

but be not grieved—God did ſend me 
& before you, to preſerve life, and to fave 
« your lives by a great deliverance.” ------ 
You muſt all have periſhed and died of 
ſpiritual famine, (faith our dear elder bro- 
ther) if I had not been thus crucified to 
ſave you.—** So now it was not you that 
* ſent me, but God:“ and by ſuch ſweet 
and ſoothing arguments as theſe Chriſt 
perſuades and encourages the diſtruſtful 
penitent to become familiar wita and have 
confidence towards Him. 

6. And laſtly, when « Joſeph kiſſed his 
« brethren and wept upon their necks,” 
then their fears were all diſmiſt and gone, 
and they could venture to draw nigh and 

f - hold 
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hold communion and converſe with him; 
80 when our condeſcending comforting 
Saviour ſpeaks (as to Saul, Acts xxvi. 15.) 
] am Jeſus, whom thou perſecuteſt; but 
© ariſe, and ſtand upon thy feet; when 
He drops the healing balſam of his pre- 
cious blood, and: binds up the fainting 
broken heart, and his Spirit witneſſes with 
the poor believing penitent's ſpirit that it 
is juſtified, pardoned, accepted, beloved 
and the kiſſes of his mouth, the ſealings of 
the ſame divine Spirit of grace and con- 
ſolation, are felt upon it, Oh what eaſe 
and freedom] what ſatisfaction and aſſur- 
ance doth it then know and enjoy, in the 
experienced feeling of thoſe ineſtimably 
precious words, (1 John i. 3.) © truly our 
% fellowſhip is with the Father and with 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt.” Thus, in all 


theſe inſtances, that I have endeavoured, 


without ſtraining the parallel, to ſet before 
you, does this ſpiritual affecting part of 


ſacred hiſtory ſhadow forth the ſeyeral deal- 
ings, the reconciliation, love, and kindneſs 


of our great Redeemer; exprefled towards 


pardoned and accepted fouls,---And I have 
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hopes it will have more effect, as the moſt 
are pleaſed with hiſtory, and the memory 
is apteſt to receive and retain ee 


the moſt laſting from it. 
The application follows, that will be 


very brief. 

And (iſt.) let me addreſe each hitherto - 
thoughtleſs unconcerned finner=--and com- 
paſſionately, earneſtly; aſk thee; Wilt thou 
continue in thy 1gnorance, obſtinacy, and 
miſery? Wilt thou tarry and linger in the 
land of thy famine, and unavoidably periſh? 
and not bethink thee of ſeeking to the 
plenteous proviſions of the almighty Saviour 
and Friend of finners? * God has ſent 
„Him before thee to preſerve life. 
Thou ſeeſt what pity, what readineſs of 
good-will, He hath to help thee, if thou 
applieſt to Him! how free He is to relieve 
and to forgive! O go to Him by the acts 
of humiliation and faith---truſt thyſelf in 
his truly gentle merciful hands, and thou 
ſhalt find He will make Himſelf known 
to thy ſoul and deal well with thee. And 
here is eſpecial comfort for the very chief 
of ſinners: we find Reuben and Judah 
l D 2 1 


# 


—— 
. 
ot — — 


— — —ſ— — 
H—RZůÜ—Vꝛ— U 8 —— — Oe et 
——— 


— 
"EE: WI — 


1 28 J 


(Gen. xxxvii.) were not ſo deep in the guilt 
of their brother's wrongs and ſufferings as 


the reſt---the one adviſed, Let us not 


kill him, that he might rid him (v. 22.) 


* out of their hands, to deliver him to his 
« father again;” and the other, namely 
Judah, faid, (v. 26.) What profit is it 
* that we flay our brother, and conceal 
* his blood?” Theſe two were evidently _ 
much leſs criminal than the reſt, and ſhew- 
ed far leſs degrees of guilt: and yet we find 
Joſeph ſpake with equal love and forgive- 
neſs to the others as to them; the ſame 
fraternal bowels of tenderneſs melted alike 


towards them, and he lovingly kiſſed, wept 


over, and embraced them all.---He remem- 
bered nothing of their former bafe unkind- 
neſs, did not in the leaſt upbraid them, nor 
charge one of their paſt faults upon them. 
---So (in an unſpeakably tenderer manner) 
will the great God---ſo will the all-mighty 


all- pitying Jeſus carry to them that in their 
diſtreſs are brought to ſeek unto Him: 


though they have behaved to Him the 
baſeſt, have been the vileſt among the ſons 
and daughters of men, who can ſeek to 

Him 
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Him in no better condition chan the chiefeſt 
of ſinners. He will, I ſay, receive the pe- 
nitent returning believing ſoul, that has 
been the guiltieſt of the human race, to as 
ready equal mercy as any one that He hath 
ever ſaved; will as fully, * _ 
: graciouſly pardon it. 

. '2dly, As a cloſe of all---Do we Heal 
ve comforting his beloved kindred, in- 
viting them to come and dwell near him 
e with children, and childrens children, 
* and all that they had, under the pro- 
miſe, „In the land of Goſhen will I make 
« you dwell, in the beſt of the land, and 
4 there will I nouriſh you, (Gen. xlv. 10, 
&c.) Oh then let the heartily ſincere, how - 
ever weak, believers take encouragement 
from hence to commit themſelves, and all 
that are theirs, to the protection and tender 
providence of the Lord.---In the times of 
heavieſt temptations and ſhaking fears, let 
them remember they have an Immanuel, 
«©: God with us,” who is bone of their 
bone, and fleſh of their fleſh,”---one--- 
«© ſent on purpoſe before them to preſerve. 
* lite,” to provide for, comfort, and relieve 

«then 
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& din 4 in their worſt extremities : though | 
famine; earthquakes, peſtilence, or the 
ſword, the greateſt and moſt dreaded of 
temporal evils, ſhould be ever ſuffered to 
befall their earthly Canaan, He will fend 
for his dear-remembred kindred, will bring 
them near---will cheriſh you and nouriſh 
you during all the remaining years of diſ- 
treſs---He hath his Goſhen, his goſpel ſanc- 
tuary, the beſt of the land for your pre- 
. ſervation, where you ſhall be fed, and 
« dwell” ſafely amid all calamities that are 
ſent ©* to try all them that dwell upon the 
« whole earth.”---And He has a heaven 
(your Father's houſe of many manſions) | 
to remove you to at laſt, where He will 
| ſet better than the good of all the land 
. of Egypt before you, even the beſt of all 
ö j the heavenly Canaan, where you“ ſhall go 
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. % no more out,” but be as pillars in the 

{ll temple of your God (the moſt fixed and 
ſolid ornaments of that ſpiritual building) 
l!. to remain with and poſſeſs the fullneſs of, 
| 1188 and enjoy and rejoice in the love and ſal- 
vation of, your exalted Kinſman, Brother, 


\f i | Twas, your Redeemer and your God. 
3 | When 
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; W wh you ſhall be called . 1 
46 ſupper of the Lamb,” and ſhall enter 


5 in with the bridegroom to the marriage, 
in that day of his eſpouſals, and in the 


day of the joy and gladneſs of his heart.“ 


% Even ſo, Lord Jeſus! Amen=--and 
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